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A Trip to Heaven, Part 4
Revelation 4:8–11
2 Corinthians 12. “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years
ago,“whether in the body, I do not know, or out of the body, I
do not know, God knows.”
The third heaven, the highest heaven, the abode of God, also
called “paradise” which means, interestingly enough, “park,”
suggesting the loveliness, the delightfulness of the place, the
beauty of the abode of God, the Eden that is above,
splendorous and wonderful.
Chapter 3 verse 21 says, “He who overcomes, I will grant to
him to sit down with Me on My throne.”
And John is also brought there by the power of God
instantaneously. And what is he to see? He is to see what
must take place. And what must take place? Primarily one
word defines it: judgment.
The vision of God in chapter 4 and 5 is a vision of God
preparing to unleash the judgments that begin in chapter 6
and flow through chapter 19.
Verse 3, “Around the throne there was a rainbow that was like
an emerald in appearance,”
“Also around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and upon
the thrones twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white
garments, and golden crowns on their heads.”
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Verse 5. “From the throne proceed flashes of lightning and
sounds and peals of thunder before the throne.”
Also before the throne a sea of glass like crystal, refracting
off the brilliant, blazing glory of God throughout the
universe.” The Holy Spirit in seven-fold glory, the crystal
platform to reflect God’s glory.
So, John has seen here God in His universal rule; God in His
splendor, beauty, majesty, sovereignty; God in His wondrous
glory all on display. He sees around God the presence of the
Holy Spirit, the presence of twenty-four representatives of
the redeemed. He sees the beginnings of judgment, as
flashes of lightning and peals of thunder, and fire appears at
the throne. So here is God, the God of glory on His throne.
“In the center and around the throne, four living creatures,
full of eyes in front and behind.”
In this scene, the four living creatures, these four living
angelic beings, represent the angels, and they are here about
to assist God in judgment.

We see the motion and the activity of these angels who are
ready to move out in their judgments. Not surprising at all
that angels are involved, because we know their involvement
even from the teaching of our Lord Himself, particularly in
the gospel of Matthew. Ref: Matthew 13:40,49;Chapter 24 and
25
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Matthew chapter 13, Verse 40, “Just as the tares are gathered
up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age.
The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will
gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks and those
who commit lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace
of fire. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.”
V 49, “So will it be at the end of the age; the angels shall
come forth and take out the wicked from among the
righteous, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There
shall weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Matthew chapter 24 and chapter 25, “He will appear in the
sky, not only by Himself, but He will appear in the clouds of
the sky with power and great glory, and will send forth His
angels, and they will gather together His elect from the four
winds.”
Chapter 6, verse 1, “The Lamb broke one of the seven seals.”
This is the title deed to the earth as judgment unfolds.
‘Come.’ And I looked, and behold, a white horse.”
Now before judgement happens, however, the four living
creatures are engaged in very clear worship. And we would
have to say that judgment is a temporary role for them.
It comes and it goes in a rather rapid-fire succession in that
brief time we know as the tribulation time, the day of the
Lord, the unfolding of final judgment.
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For all eternity the living creatures have been occupied with
one enterprise dominantly, and for all eternity past judgment
they will be occupied with the same enterprise, and that
enterprise is worship.
Verse 8, “Day and night they do not cease to say, ‘Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord God the Almighty, who was and who is and
who is to come.’ And when the living creatures give glory
and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him
who lives forever and ever.”
Simply said, what is toward the throne is worship. And as we
embark upon the text of verse 8 the words “holy, holy, holy,”
we move in to an oratorio of praise that goes all the way to
the end of chapter 5.
And there are five hymns of praise here. The most interesting
feature of them is this, they can be divided into two
categories: first the redemption of creation; and secondly,
the redemption of man. It is an oratorio of redemption.
Chapter 4 focuses on God as the God of creation,
anticipating that He is going to redeem creation. Chapter 5
focuses on God as the God of redemption, the God of
salvation who is going to redeem man.
The scene here then “toward the throne” is one of worship.
Exodus 15:11 “Who is like Thee among the gods, O Lord?”
Psalm 89 verse 6, “For who in the skies is comparable to the
Lord? Who among the sons of the mighty is like the Lord, a
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God greatly feared in the counsel of the holy ones, and
awesome above all those who are around Him? O Lord God
of hosts, who is like Thee, O mighty Lord?” No one.
The absolute, unique, and only God is alone worthy of
worship; and that is why we are commanded to love the Lord
our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, leaving
nothing for anyone else. We’re to use up all our worship on
Him and Him alone.
First of all, they strike the note of God’s holiness. They say,
unceasingly, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God.” . Their
worship focuses, as all worship should, on the character of
God, on the attributes of God, the nature of God. And the first
thing that causes them to worship is God’s holiness.
Now what does it mean, “Holy, holy, holy”? Well, first of all, it
is the only attribute of God repeated three times like that.
Now why is it repeated three times? Well, I believe because it
is the summation of all that God is. It is His most salient
attribute. God’s holiness is His utter and complete separation
from evil in any form, and that makes Him different than His
creation.
Exodus 15:11 “He is majestic in holiness.” Habakkuk
Chapter 1, verses 12 and 13 “God is of purer eyes than to
behold iniquity, cannot look upon evil.”
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But in this scene, this worship of His holiness takes on a
very direct purpose and perspective, because here what they
are exalting and what they are praising and what they are
adoring in God is His holiness exhibited in judgment.
Holiness has a fearfulness in it. Holiness, frankly, is furious
with sin. God, as a holy God, is not only unable to be
touched by sin, but He resents it with every ounce of His
being. God rejects sin. Not only is He not tainted by it, but it
repulses Him. He can’t even look at it, and He must destroy
it.
Psalm 89:7 “God is greatly to be feared.” Job 13:11 “Shall not
His excellency make you afraid?” 1 Samuel 6:20, “Who can
stand before this Holy God?”
“Holy, holy, holy,” “Woe is me, cursed is me, damned is me. I
am doomed. I am consigned to hell because mine eyes have
seen God, the Lord of hosts.”
But in the case of Revelation chapter 4, as the holiness of
God moves out in its fury, there isn’t going to be that mercy.
Mercy is going to come to an end, and grace is going to pass
its time, and the sinful world in the final judgment is going to
feel fury against sin without mercy.
There’s a second element of their worship. Not only the
holiness of God is part of it, but secondly, God’s power.
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You will notice they identify God in verse 8 as the Almighty,
the Almighty. El Shaddai. Some songs have made that a
common name. It just means “the Lord,” “the Strong One,”
“the Mighty One,” “the Almighty One.”
With Him all things are possible,” Matthew 19:26.
Daniel 4:35 “He does according to His will, and the hosts of
heaven and among the inhabitants of earth.”
In Isaiah 46, I think it’s probably best said in that chapter,
verse 10. It says of God, “My purpose will be established,
and I will accomplish all My good pleasure.” His power is
equal to His will.
Psalm 33:9 “He spoke, and it was done.”
He controls everything in His creation at all times, and no
one can help Him, and no one can hinder Him. He is
sovereign in everything, and absolutely competent and
absolutely powerful to control it all.
Who can stand before His indignation, and who can endure
the burning of His anger?” Nahum 1:6.
Who can stand before God’s indignation? No one. Psalm
2 says, “The nations of the earth may laugh at God, but He’ll
laugh at them in the end, and they won’t be able to withstand
the fury of His judgment.”
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Verse 8, “God who was and who is and who is to come.” But
what it speaks of is God’s eternality. Psalm 90 and verse 2
says, “From everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.”
His judgment power is so great it’s beyond our
comprehension. In Psalm 90 and verse 11, “Who understands
the power of Thine anger and Thy fury?” .
And there is one being who had no beginning and no end,
and that is God. “He is the Eternal King,” 1 Timothy 1:17 He
is Jehovah. He is Yahweh, the verb “to be,” the Being One,
the I Am That I Am One, continual state of existence.
So, when you think about the eternality of God, on the one
hand it’s a source of joy, on the other it’s a source of fear.
His holy wrath, His powerful judgment will lead to an eternal
punishment.
And they praise Him for this because He has a right to
punish sin. They praise Him for this as much as they would
praise Him for the positive aspects of His holiness and His
power and His eternality. He has the right to redeem, and He
has the right to judge.
Verse 9 “When the four living creatures give glory and honor
and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives
forever and ever.”
Verse 10: “Then the twenty-four elders will fall down before
Him who sits on the throne and will worship Him who lives
forever and ever.”
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They had golden crowns on their heads. And now they cast
their crowns before the throne.
They have received the reward that the Lord said was with
Him to give to them when He appeared.
Verse 11. “Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive
glory and honor and power; for Thou didst create all things,
and because of Thy will they existed and were created.”
That word “worthy,” axios, is used in the political language
of the day, used when the emperor marched along with a
triumphant procession. .
Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and
honor and authority, or power;” – why? – “for Thou didst
create all things; and because of Thy will they existed and
were created.” They are praising God because He created.
And in effect what they’re saying is, “You certainly have a
right to judge and redeem Your creation.” They are beginning
to feel the momentum of paradise regained.
By the way, verse 11 is a once and for all answer for
evolution. “Thou didst create all things, and because of Thy
will they existed, and were created.”
God is the Creator. All heaven knows that, even if earth
doesn’t. God is the Creator, He made everything, and He is
exalted here as the Creator.
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For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected
to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who
subjected it in hope that the creation itself will be set free
from its slavery to corruption, into the freedom of the glory of
the children. For we know that the whole creation groans and
suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.” Romans
8:19
Paul writing there in Romans 8:19 and following says the
creation is waiting for its restoration. Paradise lost is waiting
to become paradise regained. The whole of the world and all
that is in it, men and angels are crying out to God to take
back His creation.
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